(ECON-651) Topics in Public Sector Economics

Course Description

This course analyses the economic rationale for collective choice and government
intervention in the economy. It explores and evaluates the government’s ability to
identify and achieve “better” (more efficient or more equitable) outcomes. The
material consists of two parts. The first establishes the justification for and the
limitations of government intervention in a market economy. In order to secure a
better understanding of this theory and its practical application, the second part of
the course applies this analysis to a variety of public policy programs. These
programs include social insurance, anti-poverty, education, health as well as

regulation and competition policy.
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